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time more than 200,000 men was enabled, despite glaring defects
in composition and conduct, to establish itself on the territory
of an adversary immeasurably its superior in military resources,
men and material; to wrest from him a strong place the main-
tenance of which was of vital importance to the pursuit of his
most cherished national ambition; and to inflict on him, in the
course of his unsuccessful struggle to keep possession of his own,
casualties amounting to more than double its own strength.
And yet this European power, which thus displayed to the world
its inability to defend its own frontiers against the attack of a
numerically insignificant enemy, was for many years after the
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Crimean War, and even down to our own time, believed by sane
and experienced observers to be competent successfully to solve
the colossal military and administrative problem involved in an
offensive through Afghanistan against India.
IV. THE BIRTH OF THE MODERN ARMY, 1855-1882
The radical defects in our military system revealed by^the
war in the Crimea, and to a less extent in the Indian Mutiny,
awakened Parliament and the public to the urgent need for a
thoroughgoing and speedy reorganisation. Yet so great were
the forces of inertia, and so spasmodic the interest taken in army
affairs by the governing classes and the mass of the electorate,
that close on thirty years had passed before we had fashioned
our " New Model " army to our satisfaction. Accordingly the